Leammg that we're
not so speczal 18 key

By Ruben Navarfette =

SAN DIEGO ~A feW :
weeks ago, I spoke to -
a group of hlgh—school
students enrolled in an Ad-
vanced Placement course
on American government.

I said something shock-
ing — at least I assume -
50 because, when I said it, -

‘-shocker One yoimng man -

~ called-out,“Oh snap!”Oth-
rs seemed taken aback.”

.. Theéy seemed to wonder, -

“Why would any parent -~
teach his kids that they’re
not special?”

* Because they’re not: We

" have a whole generation,
" by now maybe two genera-

tions; of young Americans

. And we should blame
the entertainment indus-. ©
“Ary. When these kids were
in high school, they were
glued to reahty shows -
where overconfident young -
people who can’t sing
shrug off judges’ criticism
in pursuit of this genera-
tion’s favorite drug: fame.
:And technology. By the

Bam! That was the

trophy

several students let out who have been raised to time they entered college,
gasps or shook their heads. worship at the holy trinity ~ these young people had
What surprised meis- -~ of Me, Myself, and I. Show logged thousands of hours
that what the kids consid- = .me an 18-year-old in Amer- _ on popular social media
-ered controversial, 'd call  ica and — in most cases websites where anyone can
common sense. = I’ show you someone’ 1s " be achroniclér of events,
- Thad beenaskedto . stuck on himself. .; © . .and-everyone’s opinion is
talk about government . Blamethe parents equally valuable. .
and media. But since both These kids' were told they ~ And ﬁnally weneedto
of these institutions are were special since before ~ blame our-society’s culture
in disrepair, I got bored - .. they eould speak. of narcissism.
with the subject Lc(l)o}li around,
matter. Ttold the
e T W have a Whole generatlon, by - stadents, Ti's all
on to what 'm Hl a about-us. We
really interested -BOW: ybe tWO generatlons Of livé in'a society
matthemo  young Americans who have been- . it there
ment — bigger 3 ; are an infinite
S ra.1S(‘3d to worship at the holy e
bowhuman . trinity of Me, Myself, and 1. Show * you can order
Oﬁfﬁjﬁﬂefﬁn me an ’18-—year—oid n ﬁhﬂenca and: podo e
intrigued by the - B " or sandwich.
instinets and ‘in most cases — T'll show Yo It is all tailor-
1dlosyncra519s of Someone 1S StuCk On hlm561f made to suit
this latest gen- our tastes. All
eration of young' . : because we're
Americans, the so-called And the toy mdustry N supposedly special and
millennials, and what is These days, foddlers carry  unique.
for parents the challenige = dolls that have been espe- "My 8-year-old hears
of raising young children cially made to look just like these messages every day. -
(in my case, an8-year-old, them. Creepy. - And so0 it’s no wonder that
6-year-old and 4-year-old) And the public ‘'schools. - she’s convinced that she’s
in anenvironment where  Inelementary school, these - entitled to have it because
the messagestheygeton  kids have been spate she’s the center. of the
a daily basis seem to run the humiliation of havi universe.
counter to the lessonsand  papers graded in red ink Thave to teach her-oth-
values that we're tryingto  because educators decided  erwise, I said. Because if I
teach them. the color was too oppres- don't, someday, a cold and -
“Inmy case,” Itold the = 'sive. = - unforgiving world will do
students, “I'm trying to And our society’s obses- just that. Andnotinaway
* teach my 8-year-old that sion with self-esteem. By . that’s loving and compas-
she is not special, that she ~ the time today’s kids got ~ sionate.
is not the center of the uni-  to middle school, they had It was right about then
verse, and that the world  figured out that it d1dn’t .. -that the applause came.
doesn’t revolve around .- matter who finished first ;
her.” because everyone. got a  Ruben Navarretteisa

syndicated columnist.




